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Synopsis

More than two thousand years ago, with his land under constant attack from nomads, the First
Emperor of China came up with a simple solution: build a wall to keep out enemies. It was a wall
that kept growing and growing. But its construction came at a huge cost: it is believed that more
than a million Chinese died building it, earning the wall its nickname--the longest cemetery on earth.
Through the story of the wall, Patricia Brennan Demuth is able to tell the story of China itself, the
rise and fall of dynasties, the greatness of its culture, and its present-day status as a Communist

world power.
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Customer Reviews

Summary: Starting with the answer to the question in the title (China), the book explores how and
why the wall was built within the context of Chinese history. In addition to the main narrative, there
are many single-page sidebars that contain information on relevant topics such as Confucius,
making silk, and Chinese inventions. Liberally illustrated with simple black line drawings, the text
covers the history of the Great Wall from the first walls built around 4000 B.C. to Deng

Xiaopingad ™s ambitious plans to restore the Wall at the end of the twentieth century.Pros: This is



part of a fabulous series of books published by Random House. There are many, many excellent
biographies in the & ;eWho Isa « series, and now there are & ceWhat Isa « and & ceWhere Isé ¢
histories that cover mostly U.S. history, but also some world history. Kids will love learning facts like
that if the Great Wall were in the U.S. it would stretch from Florida to the North Pole, and that over a
million Chinese workers died while building the Wall.Cons: The world timeline at the end could be a
little more complete to show what was going on in the rest of the world during important Chinese

events.

| loved learning the history and science behind the wall. It was perfect for reading to my kids. I'm

ready to find more like this one.

| used this to tell my six year old about my recent trip. | learned a lot as well.

| Loved learning about the Great Wall of China . Great book !

Fast shopping. Good book collection. My daughter loves them.

Perfect for AR tests for my kids school.
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